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given, out from church pulpits in the first months of the war with the fascist
usurpers.
The words of His Holiness Sergius, Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna,
sounded like warning peals of bells when, in praying for the victory of the Red
Army, he said: "Our native land is in danger and calls to us : 'all to the ranks,
all to the defence of the native soil, its historical sanctuaries, its freedom from
foreign enslavement.'' Shame on him, whoever he be, who remains indifferent
to such a call/'
The defence of the country is a thing common to all Russian people. Our
native land is our home, and everyone knows that if a thief comes to make free
in the home, one must not expect any good from it. Our home must be
defended by all as best they can.
The Russian Orthodox Church, which preserves the teaching of Christ and
the Holy Apostles, which has always lived a common life with its people, has
at this time also fervently responded to the misfortune which has befallen our
native land. At the call of its leader, it has given itself entirely during these
days of the Fatherland war to the service of the country and to the Pvussian
faithful. The Russian Orthodox Church is one with its people: their sorrows
are its sorrows; their joys, its joys.)
METROPOLITAN SERGIUS1 SERMON AT THE INTERCESSION FOR
THE VICTORY OF THE RED ARMY
On the evening of 26 June, 1941, in the Epiphany Cathedral in Moscow
On ships at sea, the command is sometimes given In a loud voice: "All
hands on deck." This means that the elements at sea are threatening the ship
and that the co-operative work of all on board is needed for steering it. At this
command everyone runs quickly to the upper deck, each to his post, and there
hurries to carry out what is demanded of him until the crucial moment has
passed and the ship can continue on its journey quietly and surely as before.
We are passing through something similar now, only in an immeasurably
greater degree. A dark and wild storrn is threatening our country. Our native
land is in danger and calls to us: t&All to the ranks, all to the defence of the
native soil, its historical sanctuaries, its freedom from foreign enslavement/'
Shame on him, whoever he be, who remains indifferent to such a call, who
leaves it to others to sacrifice themselves for the common cause of the people,
but himself waits to see on which side it will be better and more profitable for
him to be. In particular, it would be shameful and downright sinful for us, the
children of the Orthodox Church, to be among such supposed sons, but really
traitors, of the country. We are not taught to act thus by the Church, nor by its
ascetics, who knew how to descend from the heights of their spiritual achieve-
ments, from the dense forests and deserts, to the ranks of the defenders of their
native country when this was called for. We are not taught to act thus by any
of our Orthodox God-Inspired people, who used not to hesitate to sacrifice
themselves for their friends and thus achieved victory over the foreign foe.
Those who think that the present enemy does not harm our holy places and
does not interfere with anyone's faith are completely wrong. Observations of
German life reveal quite other things. The well-known German military leader,
Ludendorff, who sent his soldiers to death in hundreds of thousands, came to
the conclusion that Christianity is not the right thing for a conqueror. In its